The Jackson County Parks Department maintains

great places to go to enjoy the outdoors. This

and improves the 18 parks owned by the county,

includes creating community activities and

which includes the fairgrounds, The Cascades, and

programs, expanding trails, maintaining beaches

Splash Pad. We work hard to make sure Jackson

and boat launches, and protecting the area’s

County residents and those visiting the area have

natural resources.

SCHEDULES AND
HOURS OF FACILITIES
THE CASCADES
Schedule: Memorial Day - Labor Day

Jackson County Parks offer your chance to get
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escape into nature. The Cascades (Cascade Falls),

THE CASCADES SPLASH
PAD

Urban Fishery, Falling Waters Trail, Splash Pad at

Schedule: Memorial Day - Labor Day

the Cascades, and campgrounds at Pleasant Lake

Hours: 11am to 7pm, Mon. - Sat.;

and Swains Lake are among the most popular

12pm to 6pm, Sunday

of woods, natural areas, beaches and trails to
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places to go.
Jackson County Parks are the best way to spend the

Nature’s unspoiled beauty on a nature trail, or

day! With picnic areas at each park, you can pack

go biking on a pristine path, Jackson County has

a lunch to enjoy while you play. For an afternoon

your adventure covered. Spanning 10.5 miles,

in the sun and fresh air, Gillett’s Lake County Park

Falling Waters Trail is perfect for a long bike ride

is a top choice. The ornate stone picnic shelter,

during the warmer months and cross-country

playground, and basketball court overlook the

skiing once snow falls. For a shorter journey,

(Weather Dependent)

beautiful lake. Minard Mills County Park’s natural

Sparks Foundation County Park (Cascades Park)

Hours: 6:30am to twilight

atmosphere, landscaped gardens, stream, parks

has a 1.8-mile track for training, rollerblading,

nursery, and playground are a wonderful way to

JACKSON COUNTY FAIR

or walking.

enjoy the outdoors.

Schedule: Aug 5-11, 2018

Lakes and waterways are in abundance in

Jackson County has all these great outdoor assets,

Jackson County, with plenty of spots to drop

but there are some challenges to overcome. The

B-CYCLE

a line to fish, go out on the water for a day of

size of the County Parks System and the deferred

kayaking, or just enjoy going for a swim. Whether

maintenance that has gone on for decades has

you’re a novice or experienced angler, you’re

led to some challenges. We need your help to

sure to reel one in at Swains Lake County Park.

make sure these features are around for the next

Stocked with rainbow trout by the DNR, the lake

generation. The upcoming millage this August will

also supports a two-story fishery for bluegill,

make sure that the future funding is in place to

largemouth bass, black crappie, and yellow perch.

continue to improve our County Parks.

Parks are an important part of what makes

In Michigan, public access to lakes

They improve property values, draw
tourists and help attract new
business and employees, all
of which improves the
local economy.
Property value
is improved by
several factors
other than
the condition
of the home.
When buying
a house, most

The Jackson County Parks and Recreation System provides
the environments that facilitate memorable experiences
and enhance the quality of life in our community.

people look at the
neighborhood and
community amenities
before making a
purchase decision, too.

Vision

Access to trails, like the paved

Promoting a fun, healthy, active and
environmentally-rich community.

R E M EMBE R TO VOTE AU G UST 7 T H !

CAMPGROUNDS: SWAINS
LAKE AND PLEASANT LAKE

Whether you are looking to explore Mother

towns, cities and counties thriving communities.

Mission

Hours: 8pm to 11pm, Wed. - Sun.

away. Our 18 parks provide more than 1,000 acres

Falling Waters Trail and hiking trail
at Swains Lake County Park, is important

Schedule: Memorial Day - Labor Day

CASCADES GOLF COURSE
Schedule: Seven days a week

Schedule: Spring to Late Fall
(Weather Dependent)

Visit JacksonCountyaParks.org
for the complete schedule
and information.

are important to many pet owners who would pay

is important for recreation. A study in
Michigan found that public access

more for a house that was near a park.

1

to area lakes increases
property values for both
houses located on a
lake and for houses
located away
from the lake.
With 14 of the

Parks improve the quality of life in communities
by providing places for families and social groups
to gather no matter their age or income. A survey
by Area Development3 found that three out of four
corporate executives rate quality of life as important
when choosing an area to build a new factory or
other company facility.

18 Jackson

Like businesses, people place high importance on

County parks

quality of life when deciding to relocate. Those who

providing

live in the country and those who live in the city

public lake

both agreed that access to parks, green space, and

access,

recreation were the second most important factor

maintaining our
parks improves
property values
across the county.
Americans are spending
more money than ever on
their pets, and they value homes
in areas with green spaces, trails, and parks

when measuring how happy they are with the place
they live4.
Outdoor recreation is a popular pastime for millions
of Americans, so popular, that $702.3 billion is spent
on trips and traveling by consumers each year5.
Having desirable outdoor recreation, like parks,
trails, and lakes, increases tourism for the area. This
increases sales at local restaurants, hotels, and other

to many and they are willing to pay more for a

they can take their pet to. With two out of every

area businesses, putting more money in our local

home that is close to trails.

five households owning a dog2, quality area parks

economy and creating more jobs.

JacksonCountyParks.org

517-768-2901

Our county parks are crucial to the health of the
kids of Jackson County. Having quality places
to enjoy the outdoors improves physical and
mental health by promoting physical activity.
Maintaining fitness and health increases
our kids’ imaginations, they do better in
school, it improves strength, flexibility, and
endurance, and positive social interactions;
while decreasing symptoms of ADD and ADHD,
depression, and anxiety.
Linear parks, like the Falling Waters Trail,
promote healthy living by linking other parks
and neighborhoods together. The 10.50-mile
Falling Waters Trail connects the Village of
Concord with the City of Jackson by way of
connecting city trails, which lead to the Sparks
Foundations County Park (Sparks Park). Children

Keeping our parks beautiful, maintained, and
safe for everyone is our top priority. With so many

WHAT’S THE IMPACT OF
UNDERFUNDED PARKS?

• Development of new children’s playgrounds

• Potential of closing parks

• Creating improved public access to lakes and

parks spread across the county, the County Parks
Department manages and maintains thousands
of acres of land and facilities, and with those come
regular maintenance and repair costs.

CURRENT CONDITION
• The lack of operational capital investment for the
past 20 years has created serious questions about
the future of our parks.

IT IS ESTIMATED THERE IS
$20 MILLION IN DEFERRED
MAINTENANCE AND REPAIRS.
• This includes many elements no longer in use
and in disrepair.
• There are high safety risks with some elements
being used.

▷ Cutting parks that are too costly to maintain,
reducing the green space for our community.
▷ Closing facilities like the Cascades and the
fairground grandstands.
• Negative public perception

community. When public areas look bad
or are in disrepair, people believe that the
community and is unsafe.

FIREWORK NIGHTS AT
THE CASCADES
May 26th, 2018
July 3rd, 2018
September 1st, 2018

visit Lime Lake, and experience nature. The

provide are improving alertness, attention and

smooth paved paths are ideal for those with

quick thinking for children. Kids who regularly

disabilities, and located away from busy roads.

spend time playing outdoors show a greater

The lakes at our Jackson County Parks provide
many ways to exercise as a family. Canoeing

launches, and fishing piers.

and kayaking are popular activities that nearly

• Improved access to fishing and other
recreational opportunities with repairs and/or
reconstruction of boat launch areas within the
county parks.
• Beachfront improvements in the public
swimming areas within the parks.
• Creating access to nature by improving

anyone can do because of their low impact on
the body. Benefits include strengthening your

by reducing stress and anxiety.

basketball court overlook the beautiful lake.

Cascades Golf Course.

Fishing, boating, swimming, paddle boarding
and other water activities can be enjoyed at

Through the proposed millage that will be on the
ballot August 7, there will be funds to keep our parks
beautiful and available for everyone around the
county. There are several plans that will improve our
county parks system:

Or visit Minard Mills County Park, where the
natural atmosphere, landscaped gardens,

The Cascades pumps 2,000

stream, parks, nursery and playground are

gallons/min of water to the

a wonderful way to enjoy the outdoors with

top of the falls.

children or the whole family.

Clark Lake or Grass Lake County Parks, or reel

Jackson County Parks are a great way to

in your next big catch on the fish stocked waters

improve your health and wellness. Start today by

maintaining special landmarks, including

at Sparks Park Urban Fishery and Swains Lake

spending the weekend on the water at one of

improvements to The Cascades.

County Park. For a day of fun in the sun, launch

our waterfront parks or start incorporating the

your boat at Lime Lake or Vineyard Lake

Fallings Waters Trail into your daily routine.

• Park enhancements to support community
activities and programs.

County Parks.

Jackson County Parks has
225 trash cans that get
emptied anywhere from
twice a week to daily.
A total of one mile of
trimmer’s string is used
annually for weed trimmers.

• Construction of new or additional permanent
restrooms in the county parks.

Want to visit each park in

• Development of a community dog

one day? Starting at The

park and installation of dog friendly watering

Cascades it would take 158

stations and dump stations

miles to drive to each park

for waste disposal.

in one continuous loop.

Establishing a stable, long-term funding source

On average 197 acres of land

will make our community a better place to

are mowed weekly.

live and play, an attractive place to visit, and a

Every Wednesday Night

lots reserved.

Nicklaus have played at the

to enjoy the water. You can go for a swim at the

• Preserving our area’s history by restoring and

Pleasant Lake had 3,005

The unique stone picnic shelter, playground and

to a state-wide network where appropriate.

LOOKING TO A BRIGHTER FUTURE

fewer incidents of depression.

season Swains Lake and

meditative for many, improving mental health

direct/indirect tax base to support delivery

physical activity by residents of the community.

relationship development, and kids experience

In the 2017 camping

Arnold Palmer and Jack

Jackson County, with 15 of the 18 offering ways

▷ Public health cost increases due to reduced

children because it promotes brain, muscle and

afternoon in the sun and fresh air with kids.

trail system and development of connections

▷ Loss of visitor/tourism revenues to support the

to parks is important for the development of

system. The repetitive paddling action is

improved quality of life. This results in loss of

• Negative economic impact

respect for themselves and others. Access

Gillett’s Lake County Park is a top choice for an

many of our parks. Waterfront parks cover

of service.

FUN FACTS:

upper body and improving your cardiovascular

maintenance of the existing county

▷ Loss of residents due to relocating for an

FAMILY NIGHTS
June 13th - Aug 29th at 7pm

Among the mental health benefits that parks

rivers through construction of kayak and canoe

▷ The parks act as a billboard for the

local business owners.

SPECIAL EVENTS
AND ENTERTAINMENT

and repair of existing playgrounds.

have a safe place to ride their bike, rollerblade,

desirable place to locate a business.

Roughly 25,000 rounds of

BANDSHELL

MILLAGE PROPOSAL
BY THE NUMBERS

Every Saturday Evening

•

Rate: .5mill

June 9th - Aug 25th at 7pm

•

Term: 10 years

Attendance Numbers for

Visit JacksonCountyParks.org
for the complete schedule
and information.

•

Revenue: $2,180,000 annually

The Cascades in 2017:

•

Annual Cost to Taxpayers: $25, based

JacksonCountyParks.org

on the annual cost of a property
valued at $100,000.

Golf are played each year at
Cascades Golf Course.

Remember to vote
AUGUST 7TH!
517-768-2901

Splash Pad: 14,656
The Cascades: 21,201
REFERENCES: 1 State of Michigan | 2 American Veterinary Medical Foundation | 3 Area Development

JacksonCountyParks.org

| 4 City Lab | 5 Outdoor Industry Association | 6 National Recreation and Park Association

517-768-2901

